
 

 

School Holiday Fun – Bird on a Branch Instruction 
Sheet 
 

MATERIALS: 

Pen or pencils for colouring   Glue 

White paper      Scissors 

Round stick (pencil, straw, stick),   Small ruler 

Sticky tape       Bird template   

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

1. Colour the birds and the branches on the template (you will make two and they 

can be different) 

2. Cut out the circle with birds and the branches2. 

3. Option 1: Put the round stick/pencil/skewer/straw on the blank side of one of the 

bird circles so it is in line with the little line on the bottom on the drawing side. 

Glue the blank side of one bird circle to the blank side of the branch circle and 

stick again making sure the line at the bottom of the printed branch side is lined 

up.      

Or 

4. Option 2: Glue 3cm around the edges of both sides of the bird circles leaving an 

opening at the bottom markers that is wide enough to put the pencil, stick or 

straw inside and gently push up to the top glued edge. Sticky tape the pencil, 

stick or straw into the bottom opening to hold it in place. 

5. Repeat with the other bird and branch circles.  

6. Leave the glue to dry. 

7. Then you can twirl the stick, pencil or straw between two hands quite quickly to 

spin and see that the bird looks like it’s perched on the branch. 

 



 

For more activities go to maitlandlibrary.com.au 
 

EXTRA IDEAS: 

If you like this Thaumatrope (that’s what it’s called) you can find more at these sites.  

 

Made by Joel:  https://madebyjoel.coml.  
 

Metropolitan Museum:  https://www.metmuseum.org/art/online-

features/metkids/videos/MetKids-Create-an-Optical-Toy-Thaumatrope or  

 

The Franklin Institute at:  https://www.fi.edu/science-recipes/thaumatropes to see 

videos, supplies list and instructions.   

 

Copyright for the birds: Made by Joel at https://madebyjoel.com/2011/01/bird-

thaumatrope.html. 
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For more activities go to maitlandlibrary.com.au 
 

TEMPLATE: 

 


